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The battle at the Alamo became a rallying point for
Texas troops throughout the Texas Revolution. Use
current events sources to learn how important battles

e Siege of the Alamo

1. In early 1836 Mexican forces marched into Texas, while Key Terms and People
the Texas army was disorganized. * Davy Crockett

t0 make a stand against the ¢ José de Urrea

Mexican army at the Alamo mission in 5an Antonio.

3. The defenders of the Alamo gave their lives in 2 * James “Jim” Bovwie
desperate effort to hold back the Mexican army. » William B, Travis
¢ James Bonham
* casualties
Ry S NI S ¢ Susanna Dickinson

* noncombatants

The Story Continues

On January 9, 1836, Davy Crockett sat down to write a letter
to his children. He had just arrived in Texas and described
with enthusiasm his warm welcome. Settlers fired a cannon
and held a dinner in honor of the famous frontiersman. He
then looked for a place to settle and claim a piece of land. He
also noted to his family that he had joined the Texas army as
a volunteer and was happy with his choice. The letter would

prove to be Crockett’s last.

The Mexican Army Advances

Atthe same time Davy Crockett was writing his letter to his children,
Mexican forces were marching on Texas. Lad by Santa Anns himself,
these troops were determined to punish Texans for their rebellion By
February 1536 Santa Anna's army of some 6,000 soldiers was well on its
way to San Antonio. At the same time, Maxican General José de Urrea
was headed toward Goliad along the Gulf Coast with another army.
The Texas army was unprepared for an advance by the Mexican
troops, and Urrea quickly overtook the Texans headed to Matamoros.
Urrea easily defeated the Texans, taking many of them prisoner. The

only Texans to make it to Matamoros dic so in chains.
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The rest of the Texas forces—thoss that had nothean sant to
Matamaros—wers scattarad in small groups. Colonel James Ieill had
just eremr 100 troops in San Antonis. About 400 mors soldisrs wers in
Goliad under the command of Colonel James Fannin.

Sam Houston was alarmed that the Teaxas army was so ill prepared
and disorganized. He sent James “Jim™ Bowie to 3an Antonic to sval-
nate the sitnation there. Honston recommendsd that the former 5an
Antonio da Valers Mission, batter knewn as the Alame, be destraved
and its artillary remerced. Smith disagrasd, balisving it was important to
defend the Alamo. Jts defenses had been improved several years sarlisr
to provide protection from American Indian sttacks. In addition, the

Texans thers had access to weapons left by Cos and his army.
In addition, the Alamo was strategically located along the Old San

Antonio Boad—one of the two major routes throngh Texss, It was along

this road that the Maxican saremy would probably spproach San Antonia.
The Alsmo proviced the best chance to stop 2n army along this road,
and so Smith thonght that the missicn would be vitsl to 2ny resistance.

On Januwary 19 Bowie arrived in San Antonio with 25 men. He
examined Colonel Weill's improvements to the fort and its 21 cannons.
He and Maill agraed that the Alamo and its artillary were too important
to destroy. He wrots Governor Smith explaining why.

. TEXAS WDIES

S “The sabvation of Tewzs depends in great measure on keeping Bexar

[San Antonio] out of the hands of the enemy. . . . Codonel Reill and
myself have come to the sclemn resoluticn that we will rather die in
theze ditches than give them up to the enemy.”

—larmar Bovan, qucted in Lone S5en By

. B Fahrwnoacn

When Smith received Bowis's latter, he decided to s=od reinforcements
to San Antonio. He ordered Colone] William B. Travis to raise 2 force
and sesist Bowie. However, Travis could gather only 30 soldiers. He and
his troops rode in from San Felipe de Austin on February 3, Juan Seguin
was also in fan Antonio with a small group of voluntears.

Az word spread of the rabellion, T8, voluntesrs triclkled into Taxas.
Davy Crockstt lad & dozen Tennessee voluntesrs into San Antonic a fasw
davs after Travis arrived. Although Crockett was a famous frontiersman
and a former U5, congressman, he did not want 2 position of suthority.

He told Travis, “Assipn me some place and | and my Tennsasses boys will

defend it all right " James Bonham 2nd a woluntesr force from Alabama
called the Mobils Grave alse joined the Tagas dafendars, When Colonel
Wil ladt the Alamao to care for an ill family mamber, he pot Travis in
command. Travis and Bowie argued over control, finally agresing to
share command.

Reading Chedk Supporting a Point of View Do you agree or disagres
with Bowie’s decision 1o defend the Alamo? Explain your ansener.

BEIOGRAPHY

William B. Travis

{ic. TBOO-1EZE) William B.
Travis was born in South
Carag lina, but his family
micved to Alabama in
1E1E He later secame
an attorney and married
Rozanna Cato. In 1E20
Tranvis left his family

and headed for Texas.

He zequired land from
Steghean F. Austin and
set up 3 law practics ot
Anahuac. Travis bacame
part of 2 rebel group
thiat opposed the Law of
Al 8, 1820, Aftar the
Consultation, he became
a lisutanant colansl in the
Texas army. In February
of 1836, he was chossn as
gna of the commanders
at the Alama. Upan his
d=gth he pacame o Taxas
n=ra. What role did
Travis play in the Texas
Revolution?
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In preparation for the Siege of the Alamo, Texans built up th fortifications around
the 0o mission ano piacec cannons in strategic spots along the walis. However, they
NES0SC MOr2 roops 10 CEfend Suh & 2rge &rea.

Visualizing History

1. Science, Technology & Society What 2. Connecting to Today Why do you think many
improvements did the Texans make to the Texans today consider the defenders of the
Alamo to help their chances of survival? Alamo heroes?

The Siege Begins

As the Mexican forces approached San Antonio, the Texas troops at the
Alamo built up their defenses. Green Jameson, 2 29-year-old laveyer, was
in charge of strengthening the plaza walls. He and the other defend-

ers built up some of the walls to 12 feet high ané 2 feet thick Jameson
directad the building of palisades—hizh fences mace of stakes—behind
which soldiers could fizht. He also worked with artillery officer Almaron
Dickinson to choose locations for the fort's 21 cannons. Even with such
improvements, the Alamo would be difficult to defend without more
troops. It had originally been built 25 & mission, not a fort. The ares
enclosed by the two buildings anc walls of the Alamo was about thrae
acres, and would requirs sbout 1,000 soldiers to defend it properly. The
Texas soldiers in the Alamo at this time numbered little more than 150.

Travis and the rest of the Alamo defenders hoped for reinforcements.
Very soon, however, Travis began hearing reports that Santa Anna's
army was approaching. At first, the Texans coubted the reports. Travis

HISTORY
and Bowie had thought that the rainy weather would delay the Mexicans
VIDEO until mid-March. However, they were wrong. Santa Anna had pushed
The Alamo

hard. On February 23 2 lookout spotted the Mexican troops marching

down the road.




As Mexican troops marched into the city, the defenders, their fami-
lies, and some local residents rushed to get inside the walls of the Alamo.
Expecting a siege, the defenders gathered food, ammunition, and other
suppliss from local dtizans. General Sants Anna srrived just aftar tha
defandars ware gafely ingide and soon demanded their surrandsr, The
Texas rebels responded by firing a cannon shot toward the Mexican
army. Santa Anna reacted swiftly. He ordered that a larpe blood-red
flaz be raised so the defanders within the Alamo could se= it. This "no
guarter” flag meant that Santa Anna would leave no surdivors. The siege
of the Alamo was underway.

On February 34, Mexican forces bagan firing on the Alsmo. That
day Travis wrote 2 plea "To the People of Texas and All Americans in
the Warld ™ The latter was a raguest for aid in the face of cartain death

Cannons bombarded the Alamo for howrs at a time. Bowis, whao had
bean ill, collapsad on the second day of the siege. Travie took charge
Cra the fourth dav of the si=ge, Travis ordered the Texas troops to stop
returning the Mexicans” fire and save their ammunition. He was woz-
ried that Santa Anna's apmy would soon launch 2 full-scale attack:

Reading Check Evaluating How did Texas troogs pregare for the sisge

of the Alamao, and was it adeguate preparation in your point of view?

HIETORIC DOCUMENT

Travis's Letter
William B. Travis wrote this plea for help at

enemy is receiving reinforcements daily & will
na doulbt incresse to three or four thousand

the Alamo on February 24, 1836,
“Commandancy of the Alamo—

Bejar [3an Antoniol, Foy. 2dth 1E36—
Ta the people of Texas & all Americans in the
world—
Fellow Citizens—=& compatricts—
| am besieged," by 2 thousand or maore
of the Megcans under Santa Anna— haws
sustained® a continual Bombardment &
cannonader for 24 hows & hawe not lost 2
man—The enemy has demanded 2 surrender
at discretion,* otherwize, the garrison are to
be put to the sword, i the fort is tabkben—I hawe
answered the demand with a cannon shaot, &
our flag still waves proudly from the walls—|
shiall never surrendsr or retreat. Then, | call
oni you in the name of Liberty, of patriotism
& everything dear to the American character,
to come to our aid, with all dispatch® —The

! beslegedd: under attad
*opstained: whhme

! annonade sttac by cannons
* discretion ‘withoar demancs

in four or five days. If this il s neglected, |
am determined to sustain® myself ¢ long as
passible & die like a soldier who newer forgets
what is dus to his owm honor & that of this

CountrE—
WVICTORY OR DEATH
illiam Barret Travis
Lt Col. Comdt.

F.5. The Lord is on our side—when the enemy
appeared in sight we had not three bushels of
corm—we have since found in deserted houses
80 or 80 bushels and got into the walls 20 ar
20 heads of Geeves”

Trawis™
Analyizing Primary Sources
1. Finding the Main ldea What request does
Travis make?
2. Making Generalizations and Predictions
What effect do you think this l=tter had?

Vdlspatchc s
TSI oot

T EBEVES: ot
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The Alsmo. Fighting during

the Mexican 3ttack on The Fall of the Alamo

the Alamo was fierce. The

artist’s portrayal here is Travis sent out several more requests for help. Borham left to ind aid for
fictionzlized. wabdid the the Alamo, only to sneak back in on March 3. Juan Seguin also sneaked
artist portrsy the bravery R g g =
of Teins saldbers? past Mexican troops to request help from Goliad. But little help arrived
On March 1, 32 volunteers from Gonzales rode into the Alamo. Led
by Captain Albert Martin, thev crept in under cover of early morning
darkness. There would be no other help.
Historians astimate that there were about 200 soldiers defending the
Alamo. Sants Anna, on the other hand, had atleast 1,500 troops. Travis
made one last Sesperate appeal for 2icd. On March 3 he sent a latter to
Washington-on-the-Brazcs.
Analyzing Primary Sources ___ TEXAS VOICES
Drawing Inferences and b " Colonel Fannin is s3id to be on the march to this place with
Conclusions What does reinforcements, but | fear it is not true, as | have repeatedly sent to
Travis mean when he says he { him for aid without receiving any. ... . | look to the cclonies alone for
has to “fight the enemy on aid; unless it arrives soon, | shall have to fight the enemy on his own

his own terms”?
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terms. ”

—Viliam 8. Travia, qusted in Docurrenss of Taxer Kirtsey ecrtes by Grmest Wallece

In the early morning hours of March 6 the Texas defenders were
awakened suddenly. They heard chouts from Mexican soldiers and the
sound of music. Santa Anna's army band was playing "El Degilello.” The

song meant that no mercy would be shown.

Chapter 11



At about 5-00 a3, four columns of Mexican soldiers attacked, but
they ware halted by the Texas artillary. The hMexican forces regrouped,
however, and the four columns of troops then overwhelmed the Texans.
Maxican soldisrs anterad the Alama by the hundrads. They captorad a
cannoq, turned it inward, and opened fire. Hand-to-hand combat then
follomerad.

A the smoke claared, almeost all the defandars were dead Among
those killad were all the leaders of the defenders, including Travis,
Crockstt, Bowis, and Bonham Also smong the desd were several
Tejano defenders, including Juan Abamillo, Juan A Badillo, Carlos
Espalier, Jose Marts Esparza, Antonio Fuentes, Damacio Jimenes, Joss
Toribia Losova, and Andras Wava Accovnts of Mexican losses vary, but
thare ware about 00 Mexican cagualtiss. Casoalties ars thoss killad,
wounded, capturad, or missing during basle.

Oy 2 faw Texans surcived the Alama One of the surdvoes was
Susanna Dickinson, wife of Almaron Dickinson, and her daughter
Angelina Other survivors wers Ans Salazar Esparza, wife of Joss hards
Esparza, and her children. fanta Anna also spared a slave named Jo=
and saveral other noncombatants, or peopls not invobeed in fighting,
Many of these noncombatants had entered the Alamo looking for safety
from the approaching Mexican army. Dlespite the brutality of the attack,
most—but not all—of thess noncombatants surdved

(Zeneral Santa Anna believed that the fall of the Alamo would con-
vince Texans to surrender. In a lstter, he wrots that he had achisved “a
complate and glorions trinmph ™ Instead, the Alsmo bacame 2 symbial
to many Te=xans that they must fisht on at any cost. "Remember the
Alamo!” bacame 2 rallyving cry for the Texan army.

Resding Check Analyzing Information Wiy do you think that the fa
of the Alamo became 3 symibol that inspired many Texans to fight on?

Section 3 Review

That's

—Interesting

Line in the Sand
According to a famous
Texas kegend that arose
In the 12705, Willlam B.
Tranis took fis swond and
drew 2 Bne on the ground
on March 5. Arnyone whao
wighed to stay and defend
the Alamo was asked to
cross over the line. All but
one of the troops did so.
Some belleyve the cne who
did niot was Lowls Rose.
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OMLINE QUIZ

1. Define and explain: 3. Sequencing

® Casualiles Copy the diagram

4. Finding the Main ldea
a.Wvhy did Trawls write fils letter to the pecple of Texas? Wht

below. Use It bo show
the path of =vents that

» norEombatants
2. Identify and explain
the significance of each ed o the fall of the
of the following: Alama.

Danvy Crockett
w Cn The Seqe of the Alame begirg

u Josd de Urnea

& James “Jim™ Bowle
w Wailllam B. Trawis

® lames Eonham

® Susanna Diddinson

The Alamia falls

was the resufty
b.Eas=d on the model and text, wiy wers the Texans defegted ot
the Alamo?

c.ivhat role did Samta Anna play at the Alame?

at the Alameo darlng the shege. Bescribe= In & Joarnal the fralts of

5. Writing and Critical Thinking
Ewaluat nig Imagine that you ars

madership that Texans showed. Conslder the following:
® Epwle's deckslon to protect the Alamo
® Trawiss acthors
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